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King Abdulaziz University, Jaddah. SaudiArabia

Abstract. T he Selju ks were one of the fighting powers that appeared
in the aren a of events in the Islamic State and its History. This hap­
pened as a result o f the weakness and deterioration that prevailed the
Abbasid Caliphate dur ing the domination of the Buwaihids. T he Sel­
juks were able to aquire pow er and to dominate the Abb asid Cali­
phate, the thin g which made them contribute to the Islamic civ iliza­
tion and the spread of Islam and the Islamic conquests in the North as
well as in the East. However, the expansion of Islam during the Selju­
ki period conce ntrated on the East until it reached Ce ntral Asia, and in
the North where the y posse ssed Asia Min or, the heart of the Byzan­
tine Empire. During their wars against the the Byzantine Empire, the
Se ljuks were able to snatch those land s from the Empire. Thu s the
Se ljuki exp ansion in Asi a Min or and its war s against the Empire con­
sist a link of a chain in the Islamic History as well as in the Byzantine
and Medieval History in general. With their exp ansion in Asia Min or
the Selj uks opened a new pag e o f the Islamic Conques ts. They also
added a new look to the struggle betw een the Islamic State and the
Byzantine Empire. In fact , they added a new chapter to this strugg le
that was continuing for seven centuries , until it ended with the de­
struction of this Empire at the hands of Muhammad al-Fatih, the Ott o­
man Conqueror , and the fall of Constantinople in the year 857 A.H. /
1453 A.D . Thi s paper tackles the Seljuki expansion in Asia Minor and
the outcome of those events.




